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The Citizens' Council, awore of what was at stake, began & cam-
paign to "save the churches from integration." One Saturday in Sept-
ember, wWide redlo and newspeper publicity was given to their campaign
The next day, the police were gone fror in front of the churches, Ir
thelr place were men in shirt sleeves who had obviously not come to
worsnip, They just stood around the sdzes of the church property,
sat armed in perked cars, or cruilsed the area. This Sunday, churchr
wihich had welcomed vizitors before were firmly closed. The Council
Campeign was underway.

Physical intimidation is not the only technique of the Councili,
nor even tne most ilwportant. Leading laymen, who are also Jackson
buslinesswmen, were informed by tne banke (liote: a member of the board
of eacn Jackson bank 1s on the board of the Citizens' Council) that if
their caurches did not adopt a closed door policy tneir businesses
would receive no nore loanés During the summer, Council meumbers had
been trensferring their membership from one chureh to another to gain
control of all the leadins churches. 7Thus, wien the churches re-voted
their policy, tine vote chenged to favor segregation.

The first arrests ceme on ~orld-wide Communion Sundey (October 6)
Three collexe co-eds--one white and two liegro--were returning to their
cer after being turned awey from Capitol Street hethodist Churech when
they wvere pleced under arrest. 4 policemen later said tue police force
was just tired of beinz "harrassed." The nest day they were tried
without a lawyer present on 15 minutes notice, and sentenced to a year
in jail and %1000 fine for disturbing divine worship and trespassing.
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Arrests did not stop the church visits, They have continued ever °

Sunday, not only at kethodist churches but at Prestyterian, Episcopal-
ian, Catholic, Lutheran, and Laptist es well., People no longer invar-
iably turn away when rejected. GSometimes thev stand in silent witness
until taken away by police. Lethodist ministers and laymen have come
every week to zo to church witn the students. wearly all of them have
been jalled.

To dete, no church has officlelly pressed cherses. The circum=-
stances surrounding the arrests are often confusing. Rkinisters have
been arrested while standing on ths public sidewalks for trespassing
on church property. FYeople have been arrested for disturting divine
worshlip when no services were in prozress, Church members heve been
arrested insilde thelr own churches. kinisters of two of the churches
involved neve stated in federal Court that they did not want people
errested at thelr churches and wauted 211 people to freely attend
thelr services. Btill, the arrects continue--10 last bHunday.,

A petitfion has been filed Lo remove the ceses from local juris-
diction to the Federal Courts. ZAnother has been filed for damazes
azainst offlcials from the Governor on down, 4n injunction to stop
stete Interference with worsinip by arrests has been souzht. Judze Cox
has conslstently sided witn the State., He said in courd, "I taink
these people came down here looking for trouble--and they found 1t,"
It was only under order of Judze Tuttle that he agreed to -heer the
petition for removal and to sst bond for those 1nvolved. iHe has since
denied the petition, and it is now on zpneal to the Fifth Circuit.
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- 'The church visits heve rroved meaningful on two counts:i they have
provided a way (the only way to dete) of resching whlte Jacison, and

they heve awalkened the Protestent Norith to the plight of the church in
the South. On the steps ¢f a church, a Negro can communlecate with the
"backbone" of the white community &s he cannot hove to do a2t a lunch
counter, FYeople come to church with entirely different attitudes and
motives than tne ones which make them Join a mob behind & “ooclworth

8it-in. They nust face the lssue, and discuss it, for there is nc placc
for them to hide.

The Methodlst Church~-~the most repregentetive of ine Yrotestant
denominations--has been snaken by the events in Jackson. Over 60 lib-
eral, seminery-trained, rethodist ministers have left the state since
1954 «-rmany of them involuntarily. The bisihop has refused to taxke a
stand for an oven-door policy or to tais comrunion to jailed ministers,
Small groups of church members have started "home churches' because
they can no longer worsaip on Sunday. kethodist ministers neve been
forced to sizn statements before entering a canurcn saying that tney will
not interrupt the services. The hetaodlist Churen could no longer com-
promise itself wiith its Southern menbers and has produced one of the
gtrongest statements in ite nistory on racial discriminetion.

The ermphagis to date has been on the iethodist Church, This is
so for several reasons. For one, the first arr-ests took plece at a
hethodlst church. before then, tae different denominetions had eajoyed
en approximately equel nurber of visits., Oince then, the hethodist
caurch nas involved itself In Jackson to & greater extent tnan the
other denominations, _

Strategically, for chnange in the state, the Fethodist caurenh is
important. If if is not the bigrest chureh in Eississippi, it is
gsecond only to the Eaptist., ationally, it is the most "typical" and
troadly based of the Irotestant denominations.

! It is worth noting
tnat city officials and police officers in Jacison are disproportion-

ately ;etnodlst--a patiern whleh is repesated throushout the state,
woen the Fethodists move, the state and nation will have no alternative
out. to Tollow,.



