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orevious day. Instead of oickertinz the final four deronstra-
tors on “ednesday had entered Primo's Aestaurant and askad

for services, They were jailed for "trespassin=z", &

fe=3 FﬁttrEC*

taurant had to be wvisited agzain, It was an especially
tive target since the Japitol street store was just ons branch
of the best known restaurant chain in the city; and ths ownar
was one of the lesaders of the Citizens Council in Jackson, The
group jailed at ?rimo's this time included ths first lezitimateas
”outsidé azitator", Fmgs Jan FJillezas, a whitse student from
Syracuse University in New York,

The police made their greatest mistake that day. Stu-

"dents at the Negro high schools gatherad in their schoolyards

during their lunch breaks to sing Freedom Songs., The police

may have thought that this was the start of some demonstration

or march, Probably the police just couldn't even toierate the
singing., Police ordered the studants to disperse and go back
inside the school, The students refusad and defiantly contin-
ued singing songs they had helped teach the adults at the mass
meetinzgs like:
“W4oke up this morning with my mind stayed on Freedom,
Woke up this morning with my mind. stayéd on Freedom,
Woke up this morning with my mind staved on Freedom,

Halelu, Halelu, Halelujah®

Ain't no harm to keep your mind stayed on Freedom,
Walkin’ and talkin® with my mind stayed on Freedom
Gonna Yall Walk Vore Vote ilarch March Ch,

Ain't no harm to keep your mind stayed on Freedom

Halelu-—haleluuaﬁalelujah!"

It was the nexu to last day of school and the students wers
fealinz good., Eoon some of them at one school hezan to march
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around the schoolyard, just as several hiandrad

't

ried to march around the church at the mnass ne2eting the
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A T ganna let nohody mrﬂ me ‘round,
urn me ‘oound, turn me ‘round,

't gonna let nobody turn me 'rouad
L22p on a walkin', keesp on a ralizin®,
Harcnlng up to freedom land,

n'
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Aln't gonna let no white 20-lisaman turn as ‘round,
turn me ‘round, turn me¥round
Ain't gonna let no white PO~liceman, turn me *round,
Leep on a walkin®, leep on a ralkin'
“aLChlﬂg up to freedom land,

Ll this was just too much for the policemen, At Lanier High
5chool one of the student leaders, Miss Fatricia Stewars, was
arzuing with a policeman who suddenly slapped her in the face
and arrested her, A Hezgro woman who saw this and rushed to aid
the studen%, was beaten by the polica, The police soon broke

232 the singing and forced the students back inside the school

cuildings, but not until several students had been besaten., To

ston the club swinging police a few students began throwing

Tocks and hottles at rhem,

anier High School over 500 students tried to walk
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out of the school when the principal warned them not to take

2art in any demonstrations, Police prevented them from leave

-

ing the school, More students were clubbed and beaten, Soon-

“he  poljce had set up barricades in all gstreets near the schoolsz

and wouzld only let parents through who promised to take their

“21lldren home from school. There must have been nearly a

Mundred white nolicemen in the nelchborhood of each school, The

“®3C0 sections of the city had never seen such a dlsplay of pow

‘les POwWary Wword of the police brutrality to. the.students spread--

The Negro community of Jackson seethed with anger
ind tension; yet most of white Jackson had no idea anything




was happening and thair rress and talevision would never lat

them know,
At Medgar's offica wa dilscussed the gituarion. This

“7as an unexpactad crisis,  ow we knaw the students would

definitely organize a mass march the very next day. /e had

seen the nolice violence and the Cesponsa, gzenerally nonviolent

i owith very understandable occasional rock and Batile chrowe

P -

ing., Medszar, Jahn falter, iirs,. Allison, Lave Tennis, snd tha
others at the office were now very afraid that a mass student

march would turn iato a massacre, Je knew the police were

bound to continue their insane violencs, If too many students

(and who could know what number that was) were beaten on the

march there misht be more rock throwing, If that happenad
on the city strests we were convinced the police would stare
hooting the students, e decided to make oné last effort to

reach responsible elements of the white community,hoping that

once thay understood apout the police brutality and the stu-

dent response enough whites would PUt nressure on the Mayor

Lo make some concessions and resume negotiations, We tried

Lo notify a few sympathetic whire ministerg by:telephone but
™,

. ™
thiz . was too slow, Bu{fWe needed some dramatic way to reach

-

a large number of white peonle, Je knew Medgar Evers could

79T call a press conference and discuss police brutality, -~
It would never be honestly reportad,

de soon decided to try to hold a publie demonstration

Lo protest the police brutality to the students. Of course

10 such demonstration-wculd be allowed in Jackson., Then some-

ore suzzestad gathering Qn the steps.of -tha U,S. Post of
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and FTederal Court Luilding, on Capitosl 2t, This was federal

oronarty, We would z2tf a small zroun 2f damonstrators oo
stand there whild a Yeszro minister would try to maks a public

the violence at the schools,

Yhiles Medzar and John tried to line ud Daecple for the
damonstration I tried to reach some of the white ministars
in Jackson, I thouzht that if I could zet any local ministars
o stand with us the ¢ity police would never dare interfzvre
with or arrest us. That way we stood an aven batter chanca of
having our spokesman make his statement. Hith some local

wnite ministers with us the2 television stations might not ra-

fuse to carry the story,

It was already late in the afterncon. The only white
parsan I could reach by phone was)Bill dutrchinson, a Presbyter-
ian minister on the staff of Tougaloo College., Bill quickly
agreed to join us--but he was not a Mississippian., I finally
decided to appeal directly to 3ishop Duncaﬁ/@ray, leadar of
the Episcopal Church in the state, His office was in St., An-
drew"s Church, across the street from the Federal Building
where the demonstration was planned. 1 did not have time for
his assistant, the mych younger Bishop Allin. (He had already
showed he could not comprehend the c¢risis,) As soon as the
secretary told Bishop Gray I was present he agreed to see me,
I explainsd the police brutality at the Negro highschools,

He seesmed to understand immadiately the hostility and tension

this had creatred and the dangerous situation that would exist

in Jackson once mass marches were started., He did not seem
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to doubt that police brutality was a serious orotblem. Ha did

say that most white peonle in Jackzon “id a0t anorove sf vio-
Y L It |23

lence, Then ha added, "Well, I honoe they don®t," and e plainsd
3 3 iy o i
that since the events at Uxford he Was not 30 sure what the

people of the state did want. (His son, rector of the Ipisconal
Church in Oxford, had been one of the few p2onla to tTy to stop
the rioting thare.)

I reassured the Bishop that our main problem in XMiszissipodl
was that so few people really knew whar was happening, I told
him I was sure that if the zood white people could only know
the truth they would make their publiec officials kezep down
violence., I talked of the church J20ple who did not know
the full story of the mob at Woolworth's and certainly would
not hear about the flegro school ¢hildren beatan by the police,
The problem was one of communication, getting the facts about
the racial crisig to the responsible white people, then getting
communication started between the races, Bishop Gray agreed
with all of this,

Then I stressed the urgency of the present situation, 1
said that Medgar Evers should not and could not stop the angry
students from marching, I even ‘added, "iMaybe that is the
only way things will ever change, the only way for Negroes
to say anything to white people,” I suggested that there
was one possible way to stop the student'sg march, If enough

white voices criticized the police brutality and attemptad

to build white community bpressure to control the police, then

Medzar Evers just might be able to point to thisg and rersuade
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the students <o 2oszvions their marches,  Cur cha roblem now

wasg one of ti-a, toczited the Lishon if he k¥new of any vavy <o

7 -

reach a lar-e =nouih sroup of white moderates im & zhort -ime
(a matter of “surs, oommunication had to start thac avaninz) and
parsuadz tham T2 22 zomething, with this, he could ~Ffar nno haelo,

(As in the face of every such crisis my inner

were very schizophrenic, Iiltellectually I did not thin'’s iny

change could comz2 o lississippi without great confrontation

-~

crisis sustained

Ny

o lonz it exhausted everyone, Zut smotion-
ally 1 was afraid 27 what such confrontation could tring; par-
haps there woul? “= zo-much viclence and suffering that ths
only result would "= =nouszh white victims of occassional le-
gro violence to foresvar silent the white moderates (who, of
course, were gquite silent anyway) and ease whatever guilty
conscience existed in the white Qorld—mand then would come a
massacre of Negroes, lsaders and bystanders, This would only
produce more fear and hatred on both sldes. Intellectually

I said the federal zovernment would never allow this to hapn:ten,
Politically I did nor trugr the Kennedy administration to by-
pass Sen. Eastland % Co, and move fast enough to save us from
ourselves, In a romantic sense I was even more "gchizy," I
wanted just enough COnfrOntatio; so that the threat of éiiSiS
and turmoil, without tha T2zality, would cause the "good men |
of both races" t0 sSit down topether and quietly work out the
solutions, to let Mississipni pa 4 model for the world of the

new road to brotherhond, 7Trg Other romantic side of me was

thrilled at the image of hundreds of Negro highschool stu-




singing hymns as thay -:

- s neet the vicious doys, s
the clubs began to 211, -. 2vtin Luther Ling, Jr, --ay Jandhie-
, would call everyone -5 - .. 1 thoir %wness; whils his >eauriinal
4
j voice boomed out a -race-, --> S=nonstrators would softly sing---
3 I probebly would prefer -=:% k2 tune be "Onward Chriscian Sl
g diers" instead of "We -1l Tvercoma," After the disaster rha
1 Uazroes would forgive ' - Hltes would repent, 2f coursa,
% there was another sida 77 -2 chat sort of wantaed to ba nn ths

hackrow of the demonsrr-

too far hack to hear YMar-i-?

R |

1
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this there was a theolo

was (when I dared face iz,

the Way of the Cross was nav
For Negroes to forgive whitas

white repentance.

palm branches had be thrown

showed little shame alonz the Jia Tolerosa,

from which to throw rocis -

¥ o ztrongest conviction.

The Craca

the reach of the dors and
s srayer, just the right distarce

e oong,

In the midst of all
isw, a spiritual perception that
I knew
2 so simple, and hardly romantic,
woﬁld be more dificult even than

5% God was not cheap, Once the

awz2y, the people of Jerusalem

Adhy should I

expect miracles along Canit:l “troet_.or Farigh Street? At
the foot of the cross ¥Was the city, and there life went on
as usual, The crucifigion midse png thieves on the city

garbage dump was not seen as
accompanying darkness of r=-ae
reading of the Temple veil,
was cause for less comment,

of reconcilliation. In this

-

fhe Presence of God--despite the

[42]

4N, the earthquake, and the

* few days later the empty tomb

ier

this cross was the only way

confrontation was the power, the

love, the agony, the forgiveneass,

demption of man, The MOST DOwerfy,

the grace of God--the re-

l convietion.I.still held
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was that deep in my hear- 7 -22.17 9id belisve =ha*= -7z zhall

overcome---mut the “gome~ " 78 72T ours ts dacida V2 had

N

to live and act "this éav.” .2 anything 20 sin-sic™ 7z the

i3
Wl

world®s racial problemsg, -—vi-- ..izsissiopi as the —nar rigible
¥ ¥

i

fegtering wound, there wo.':- --v= to be the Cross, of Zalvary,

not of Vacatlon 2ible Schasl, :r the Zaptist Soring Reviwval,
or the Methodist Summer C.:~-:, ".ithout the sheddinre of tlood,
there is no redemption of -:-:," Iu this land wharas segro and
white both sang so much of ":ir: "washed in the nhlocd of trhe
lamb,” a clensing flood was - -sdad, Unly by the Zrace of God,

seen in light from the Cross, :3.1d anyone survive to walk on
the water. Medgar Evers, av2r Thompson--Martin ©ing, John
Salter, Ed King-~the Jackson =3lina, tha lMegro studentg--all
of us now waited the storm. “2*: wanted to start thingzgs,
others to settle things "once and for 211." Who was feally on
God's side? Whose side was 522 r2ally gn? Only with faith
could we so arrogantly sing 9T :dazs or boast: “"G0L's Gonna
Trouble the Haterg!" But "1f 50d :aya Noab"the Rainbow sign,

N "
~Tie

No more water but the Fire nesxt v wWere, We ready? For
the Raptism of Fire?)

. ' vy Y Ay,
Bishop Gray was sad., He To01ld thiny of no way to reach

i

any significant number of WRIT2 m3Czrape oy explained

-

the proposed demonstration 8t I°2 lfedergy buifding, across the
street from his office. 1 881C Tthatv rhno. might be mob vio-
lence bhut more 1ike%{the police would "y to arrest the de-

monstrators before the Negf0 MiNIster wag .0 0, read his

. it T
statement about police brutallfty. The °vly way 1 thought . . . . . .

A Agro

there was a chance for the police to 1ot the.ﬁinister speak

i
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(and thus ta =somo- v n2levision and be gean B

moderates) - 1T FOM2 prominent white Jaciison Tlaraymen

s
1
'

standing wizt- -+ . .-r5 ainister,
The Zicaa -=-2¢ o understand the Stratezy =asily, Then
he asked whizhm i-i-2 ministers I had contacted, I had to

tell him thar | %<4 -5t sasn able o Teach anyone Ly snsma,

had come =0 %i: " izs 4r fhe lagt minute hopinz he would =a

i
i
"
—
@
4]
f

present, ow 1 v3l< him he wa was the only white chira:

der who undersetins <-a crisle., e neesded him ro Join +ths demon-
stration, I ;:i:-l - -2id we would not expect him to snaeak,

only stand wiz: - . - 3300 ainister who would try to spaat,

In a juier, volca-w-but with ~8trength, Eishop iray

tr.
-
o
<,

agreed, "Yes, ves. I ssa, I am ready," he said, "I will
come, "

I was overwhelnag with Misg response. 1 had been afraid ha
would De Llik2 55 -any siharg and find some way‘to refuse, I
thouzht that he =i3:- 55 thinlking of his sons's stand at Oxford,
I suddenly wanted = 1144, Aim alone, to zive him a chance:to
think about his decision without me standing 'in front of him,

1 quickly mutterad thar 3. was almost time for the demonstra-
tion to begin and [ hag to phmne-%edgar Evers to make sure there
was no last minucs ciqg chanze, 1 said I would uge the SECre-
tary's phone and excuseg Tyeelf from his office,

I got out »f nig af fie

© 4s quickly as I could, I felt

t be alana Doy PET P im i
that he mus f2e I Wondaped if + wWas tricking him in

OF Srassurins i .
gome way 5 SRS Alm, I felr g Fespect for him that

was nearly awe,
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Afrer T had calliod the officz and -on

-
‘-
1
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aid

Ui

A2y gulet voilcs sha
shie Ynew what we wave tallking abourt, Then she askad me nat
to ma%e <he Iishon do i, I was aot trying to force him o

do anyrthing but wonderad aven more if I had mads roo 2motional

;
fie
U
!
Ly
i

an apo=2al, “he then spoke to me n» and poor physical

=

pagln )

s
3
L
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s

condition, She sald that h2 had hesn zrealtt strain

almost a vear, since tha Meradith rrouhle vegan at Jle Miss,
Shz was afraid that there mizht b2 soms kind of mob yelling

ava a heart

]

and cursing at him, She thouszht ha mizht eve
attack, Finally, in 5 volce of deep love, she said, "oighoo
btray is so tired now., I doa®t %now whether he really under-
stands all of this, He iz just so concernad, He has worked
with the race problem in the church fo- many years, ow hs=
wants to help in any way he can., 3ut he doesn’t really know
whaf'you want} Don't make him go out there, He is nseded
s0 much in his church, Ye must keep working there, Ue

may not live if he goes out there, Please,"

Her words were just ons long plea, 1 was guiet and did
not arzue, She mades me feal terribly guilty, like I was
using, tricking‘a good=hearted 6ld man, I qQuickly assured
her that I would not take him with me to the demonstration,

I returned to his office, "Bishop Gray?"

"Yes? Is the time gtill 4;307"

T

#ell, yes it is," I said, "But we have decided that you

can be more helpful to us if JOU stay here in your office now,
de may have gsome younger men come join the demonstration," I

lied," and we nsed you to try to reach as many ministers by
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by telephone 2s you zan. ‘iost of the men wi
¥ 20 W0 came o oyur

meetings will prolably he detting home arounqd five o'clock
s + N

I believe the bage thing you can do igs BTy £o call rhp
| | - ~ Lthose men
and explain whY We are naving the demonstration You can =3l

| = ! B + I0u. can tall

dirsctly to than Enls way and be of more halp than on tha 2z
I = 4ounE daw

Nonstration,”

4
; J



Wiell, iHr. thia so. ¥ o

raw aboub the dineidomts b LMo cohoola, ™

0 , .
Yos, sir. Fleas: o1l tam, bub

g psich,

my church

you ¢oull call tho

Bis op Fran'din ~nd covr of the othsrs who were with us,

to o AP . Thardc you for ~ivin~ re so

Good bya,"

The szevatnry also thazd me an L 1of

Fost Office, Tolice, o ontorrashars, an

a unfricndly lockin-

was alresdy mathering on the gsilzsw 1% in fron of the uiliin

side e¢nirance.
| p
TY£PA/ In the lobby I met 4y feilo.

a2 stadents 1ibo

us, seversl ministers,.e

demonsbrator

John Salter and hercc'es\héight from the LHALLE offilce.

outside, .stemd.on.the.shaivs LAMELIE; and

Jeannetts WAE// an with

Heil AN/ made a statement /EPBLEELLAFILIES

she did not rlan to demonsirates, OShe had brought me a purple cierica’

wante bto wear, ss a sisn of wenancs for the brutality white

inflicitneg on 'lzgroes. when I squw the

gissirnil was

size of tha crowd osutside--saversl nuntrad

people--1 was fri-ntaned, Jﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂ/zﬁfﬁ/ﬁ#/ﬂﬂﬁ/ﬁzfé/ﬁ/ﬁf/ﬁﬁ/l tmaned to Fgn

Toler, the re-orter, and askad him te elp

I jnined the line of people filin- oub ths

Jdrennette if the nob ol

\T brave, or £ o igh,

Je stood torsther, starine at the crowd,
desparate souls tryint to sband strairat but rea- ly hol i cloze

fhare were far wors police on the steos

cach othar,
than d omongstrator

We were under arrest "for blockins t e entrance to o opublic

minister tried to make his statesent tut Lhe crowd

Jnly distinct vaoice that the

Jeeriqcr loudly and

css cculd hear was that of the volice

he started praying as the hollc Daean %f/Vﬁi seizing

by 1is side, I was soeon rlcked up and carrieoc
trugtens,  The }111 ? class Ly we hnoaly be
we  uoere bodes I;Mww”“A?ﬂb“i sate dncino
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The students ould morch the noxt sy,
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In tha joil we oeve murncdie! thet Shoey 1ot all of us, (mero o whits, stay
torather in nne roon for obout thirty minutes, Ya.Hfﬁ » oot hyrm alntin-, frosdon-
singing, seripturs rensding, ﬁrxyqr meetinz, [Followin~ this we sent to the finvar-
rrintine room,  The woilbte pan weo dirschted $ds <rocans hed bhe Filthicst lanm-
ua~z of sayone I hrve ever sesn, far worse than the avars:-a yhits ~olicem n »r
doolworth's mob meamber. For ro reason at all there was a constont flow of -ro-
famity directad a~rinst esch ~aveon as the u-ly ink was smonrel on our hands,
stamps  on the naper, mnd then as we vainly tried to wash off the st ins. (Al-
in the lovoment

most everyona who spent time behind these bers had the same experiencs)., Sonme-
how the cursing seened a naturel feature of The dergrading exporiznee of being
fingerpri <ted, Perhaps if I gpent my 1life in a dirty little room hish up in sorme
city Jail buildin~ T would alsc curse and belittle the mzn ko canz before rmge--

pezrhaps I would necd to reduce cvery prisoner in size, to siethin~ less than a

man, before I coula stomnch the worl, This ﬂifﬂf/ﬁﬁﬁ/ ad, olscens 1lttle man

4]

had an assistant who cursc?&on while haneing a numeral plaque arourd your chk

and talki g the prison phetegrarh, As I 12ft the room the first -entleman gaid,
2dell, you god-damne nierer lovers, we <ot four ass now. JJ: ~end a damned oicturs
sniz those shity firgerricts of every one of you cormunist sons of bithce up to

the FBI in Jashinston, They .£AY/ wanna ‘reep up with vou fucvin! corwde a ~ita-
tors., dow et t & hell out of this room, y~u bastard.”

As 1 laft his asurust nresence I then joinsd a rine of feilow domonstrators

]

waltins ko be teken to tho c2lls where ,we wou'ld be racisliy sezresz.ood. A Hdepro
trustee crme up and whilspered "The fellows who had tog carry you sald Lo tall
P s v
eteVe cdinz . theylre sorry. Ysoberday tws of bnem was beaton because tiey woulntt

Cpmey 8 DEER e
pick up the deonstrators, 5o bodsy theyy 8g,do what the C ntain sald.”
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In the naxt fou u/ £ L was Lo wonder st michs heve hancencd 4f T byee let

Bis-op Gray coms with us., I counln hardly ivs~ine hiw sherin- ous whiit- Jadll e=ll,
dr o
Frrhaps If he hed come bhs volles would havs gstond by hile our minigt.r mode Wig
stetoment. Tt probbly not. The volice would hava still rashs b up to us and
(mui \\'i}.,( LL*‘-‘V(\ lWM

while Capt, Ray le? the Bishon back insitde the buil*Ln~luwﬁ re:t ool ur g have
been arrestod, Pyt stratesy wos not so much on Ay mind as somethine fapr mors
significant, ‘then tha sacretary talved rme out of lettivg the Lisi~n demoncstratbe
she hzd mode me foel - "wilty, like I was taldin- advantace of the man, and so I
had decided HAY/¥4 to tell him not to come. But now I wondersd if this actinn,
this dishonesty, was not the ultimsts vetrayal of the man, He had heard iy
words, no mattor hew 1qt 2nse or emotional fy nlea (and I had not been overly dra-
matle iwith him,} and he had mede his decision to come with us, to take his stand,

I was sure that he did understand that hiis action meant public criticisnm &% the

very least-«if not the possibllity of srrest or sven violences. He as not the

when I dA1/ A removed the terrible

dcc151on from oﬁfw;e him I was piaying the role of the traditionsl Caristisn min-

ister, the prisst who conforts, who hides the reslity of life, who protests man
from hnrd decisions, who removas the gzony facing man, who holds the hant of
man called to walk alons with Godesthe sood, loving, man of God who enjoys tha

work of sbtandinz between Msn and God, The Bis shop had made his decicion, He was

ready for this moment, He had nob apreed to ach because tka £ fing,
i < = Wi PARLats, . tind 4”T‘tﬁaanhA€ \jfﬁaﬁ/ A
o%«the tev, tam Tomlinson, the Aev. Dert Jnrd, e et heel askeed him,  He

had only listaned to me, treated me with resvect. But his dzcision to act must
have bsen by the Grace of God, by his own conviction that this sebdd in this time,
A _ ‘ gt

in this rlace, was the J4ill of God, t = C3ll of Ged, A{Z/{ e nng ho Ny rreed

Cthrt this prrbicular dwwonstrﬂtlol Was a wrllllant strats~ic mancuver by btho oivil

Were
albe dove aat, Tactiesyf#4 not nis concern,  SQuraly he vid mode this decision
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in the Ircoarcs o Lol,

cestures such sg Lolliv: =2 to come Lot vhour for His cteliion, - Thep
he nad rushed upebelrs bo £211 bafors the alisr in wrayor,  Jur £0ith t21ls us

VRS
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